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a Congress comprising a Senate and a House
of Deputies, the members of each being
chosen by universal suffrage. According to
electoral law of 1916, there are twenty Sena-
tors and forty Deputies. The Roman Cath-
olic Church is the state Church, but all re-
ligions are tolerated.
Education. Education is free and compul-
sory by law, but not all sections are provided
with schools. There are about 1,050 primary
schools in the country. High schools, called
national colleges, are maintained in six cities.
History. Paraguay was originally a Span-
ish colony, the first settlement being made
in 1535. In 1608 a number of Spanish
Jesuits established a powerful and well-or-
ganized government, which lasted till 1758,
when it was overthrown by the Brazilians and
Spaniards. Early in the nineteenth cen-
tury its isolated position enabled it by a sin-
gle effort to emancipate itself from Spanish
rule. Doctor Prancia, secretary to the revolu-
tionary junta in 1811, was elected consul, but
exchanged the name for that of dictator in
1814, and thenceforward, by a rigorous sys-
tem of espionage and the strict prohibition
of all intercourse with other nations, he re-
tained his position till his death in 1840. In
1844 Don Carlos Antonio Lopez was elected
President for ten years, and soon after, the
country was declared free and open, both to
foreigners and foreign commerce. Don Car-
los Lopez remained President of Paraguay
till his death in 1862, when he was succeeded
by his son Francisco Solano Lopez, who con-
cluded treaties of commerce with the United
States and the leading European nations and
did all in his power to promote the growth of
agriculture and industry in the land. But a
disastrous war with Brazil and the Argentine
Eepublic, which broke out in 1864 and only
closed with the death of Lopez in 1870,
caused the death of far the greater portion
of the male adults and entirely checked the
progress of Paraguay. A popular constitu-
tional government was then established, and
the nation began, the process of reconstruc-
tion.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following:
titles for additional information:
Asuncion	Paraguay  (river)
Mate	Parana (river)
PARAGUAY, a river of South America,
•which is a valuable highway of trade for
Paraguay and Brazil. It rises on the plateau
of Matto Grosso, in Brazil, flows in a gener-
ally southeasterly direction and joins the
 Parana, after a course of almost 1,500 miles.
Asuncion, the thriving commercial capital
of Paraguay, is situated on its banks. The
Paraguay was discovered by Sebastian Cabot
in 1526.
PARAGUAY TEA.   See mate.
PARALLEL'OGRAM. See quadrilat-
eral.
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PARALLELOGRAM OF FORCES, an im-
portant principle of dynamics, discovered by
Newton, which may be stated thus: If two
forces, acting in different directions on a body
at the same time, be represented in magnitude
and direction by two straight lines meeting
at the body, their resultant effect, in giving
motion to the body, is that of a force repre-
sented in magnitude and direction by the
diagonal of the parallelogram of which the
two former lines are two sides. A body at
a is acted upon by two forces x and y, acting
at right angles to each other. Let x have a
force of 30 pounds and ^ a force of 40
pounds. If we construct the diagonal abed
(see illustration), we shall find that the path
of the body is represented by the line a c, and
that is moves with a force equal to 50 pounds.
See composition of forces.
PARAL'YSIS, the impairment or loss of
the power of motion. This loss may affect
certain parts of the body only, or it may cover
one side of the body, or the tipper or the lower
half, or it may be general and affect both up-
per and lower extremities. Sometimes there is
a loss of motion, while sensibility is retained)
and rarely, there is a loss of sensibility, while
the power of nation is retained. Paralysis
is not a disease, but is a manifestation of dis-
ease, usually in a part of the body remote
from that affected by paralysis; as, for in-
stance, a wound or a disease of a nerve
trunk may cause paralysis in the extremities
to which -the trunk leads. The ordinary form

